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Wanda Wolosky. The Runner photo 

Sells- Wanda Wolosky is about 80 years old, and 75 years ago she experienced scenes of tragedy and 
horror she can never forget and does not want to forget. 

   For three years beginning in 1940 she and her mother survived day-to-day in the ghetto of Warsaw, 
Poland after the country was invaded by Nazi Germany in World War II. 

   Wolosky told her story to students, faculty and community members at Tohono O’odham 
Community College’s Main Campus on March 6. 

   She stayed silent about her Warsaw Ghetto experience for over six decades, but when she turned 70 
she decided it was time to talk. She wrote about her life as a 5-year-old girl in Warsaw in a 
memoir, After All: Life Can Be Beautiful. 
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   As Wolosky spoke to those gathered at TOCC, she looked at no notes, she spoke from memories 
that seemed etched into her mind. The details about which she spoke made a few listeners squirm in 
their chairs. 

   Without going into the sometimes uncomfortable story she told, suffice it say that what she saw 
when she was five, no child should see. 

   Life in the ghetto had little value if you were Jewish. Rotting bodies in the streets were a common 
sight, people were routinely stopped by Germans and stripped naked to be searched, homes were 
confiscated if not burned, and Wolosky drove home the point that hunger was a constant state. 

   Her story is in the details. Lice were everywhere, even on the money used to buy what meager food 
was available. Families would scramble to get two potatoes so they could survive for one more day. 
Wolosky one day wrapped pig meat around her body under her clothes to sneak it home. 

   In the ghetto, she said, you got used to stepping between dead people–that was just life and death 
in the ghetto. 

   If you missed the talk at TOCC you missed a startling revelation of what people are capable of doing 
to hurt one another, and of small acts of kindness that can mean the difference between life and 
death. 

   She and her mother through grit and luck survived the Warsaw Ghetto and eventually emigrated to 
Israel, and in 1957 Wolosky visited the United States. She met her husband during that visit and has 
been here since. 

   Wolosky told the audience that she previously spoke to local high school students on the Nation 
and told them, “You should know about your own history because you have suffered too,” alluding to 
the genocide and taking of land from Native Americans by settlers and the U.S. government. That 
exchange, Wolosky recalled, brought tears to two high school girls when they realized the parallel 
between her experience and what Native Americans were subject to 100 to 200 years ago. 

O’odham woman sees parallel with woman’s experience 
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Ofelia Rivas sat in the audience listening to Wanda Wolosky tell her story about growing up in the 
Warsaw Ghetto in 1940, and she heard the survivor say Native Americans in their history suffered a 
similar genocide. 

   Rivas agreed. “An American Holocaust happened here when the Europeans arrived. But we are 
resilient,” she said, noting that tribes must retain their languages and retain their histories to 
remember what has happened. 

   “I was moved by her history. There are so many things she said that moved me,” Rivas said, 
especially the parallel made to American history regarding Native Americans. 

   “But what struck me the most was the extreme inhumanity of what she went through,” Rivas said, 
“And she survived, she survived all of that. She was resilient.” 

   Rivas noted that we can be somewhat thankful. On the “Nation we have some luck, we are still on 
our land, at least we have some of our land.” 

Story of survival is remarkable, but hard to relate to 

 

Karen Maldonado. The Runner photo 

Karen Maldonado from Artesia Village saw a woman in her 80s telling her story of surviving as a girl 
of five in the Warsaw Ghetto in 1940 during World War II. 

   She said though it was hard to relate to the atrocities the girl experienced, the story told by Wanda 
Wolosky was remarkable in its graphic details of death, hunger and survival during the German 
occupation of Poland. 

   “How do you go on to the next day, how do you survive? I don’t know how I would have survived, I 
don’t think I would have,” Maldonado said, adding, “But she did. It was inspirational. She went 
through a lot and she is still here. She went through a war.” 
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